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H O N G  K O N G  V  N B A

A N G E L A  X I N G

On  Octobe r  4 th ,  Dary l  Morey ,  the

gene ra l  manage r  o f  the  Hous ton

Rocke t s ,  twee ted  a  “F igh t  f o r  F reedom

Stand  wi th  Hong  Kong ”  image  i n

suppor t  o f  the  pro -democracy  Hong

Kong  pro te s t s .  The  Ch inese  gove rnment

immed ia te l y  began  c r i t i c i z ing  Morey ,

r e su l t i ng  i n  the  owner  o f  the  Rocke t s ,

T i lman  Fe r t i t t a ,  r e l ea s ing  a  s t a tement

s ta t ing  tha t  Dary l  Morey  “does  NOT

speak  f o r  the  Hous ton  Rocke t s ” .  The

NBA  has  a l so  made  e f fo r t s  to  d i s tance

themse l ve s  f r om  the  twee t ,  s t a t ing  tha t

they  a re  “deep l y  d i sappo in ted  about

Morey ’ s  i napprop r i a te  comment ” .  The

NBA  and  the  Hous ton  Rocke t s ,  i n

pa r t i cu l a r ,  have  a  l ongs tand ing  h i s to r y

in  Ch ina .  The  l eade r  o f  the  Ch inese

Baske tba l l  Assoc i a t i on ,  Yao  Ming ,

p layed  f o r  the  Rocke t s  f r om  2002  to

20 1 1  and  was  the  f i r s t  Ch inese  p laye r

induc ted  i n to  the  NBA  Ha l l  o f  Fame .

When  Ming  was  f i r s t  dra f ted  i n to  the

NBA ,  Ch inese  f ans  became  ecs ta t i c  and

v iewer sh ip  i n  Ch ina  qu ick l y  i nc rea sed .

The  NBA  r ecogn i zed  the  pro f i t s  to  be

made  i n  Ch ina  and  c rea ted  a

subs id i a r y ,  NBA -Ch ina ,  now  wor th  $4

b i l l i on .  A  l a rge  por t i on  o f  th i s  pro f i t

s t ems  f r om  the  hundreds  o f  mi l l i ons  o f

v i ewer s  s t r eaming  l i v e  games  on  the i r

TVs  and  phones .  

A long  wi th  the  pro f i t  f r om  s t r eaming ,  the

NBA  ho lds  numerous  l i cens ing  and  r e ta i l

dea l s ,  i nc lud ing  a  $500  mi l l i on  dea l  wi th

Tencent  Ho ld ings  L tc .  and  a  30 -yea r

s t r eaming  cont rac t  wi th  CCTV .Morey

p rompt l y  de le ted  the  twee t  s t a t ing  tha t

he  was  “mere l y  vo i c ing  one  thought ,

based  on  one  i n te rp re ta t i on  o f  one

compl i ca ted  event ”  and  tha t  h i s  twee t s

“ i n  no  way  r ep re sen t  the  Rocke t s  o r  the

NBA ” .Howeve r ,  desp i te  the  NBA ’ s  e f fo r t s

to  r epa i r  r e l a t i ons ,  Ch ina ’ s  spo r t swea r

make r  L i  Ning  Co .  suspended  dea l s  wi th

the  Rocke t s  and  CCTV  ha l ted  broadcas t s

o f  the  Rocke t s ’  games .  The  cau t ious

approach  the  NBA  and  the  Rocke t s  have

taken  r e f l ec t s  the  approach  o f  many

othe r  majo r  i n te rna t i ona l  co rpo ra t i ons .

Th i s  approach ,  howeve r ,  has  gene ra ted

c r i t i c i sm  f r om  po l i t i c i ans .  Rocke t s  f an

and  Repub l i can  Ted  Cruz  twee ted  tha t

“ the  NBA  shou ldn ’ t  be  as s i s t i ng  Ch inese

commun i s t  censo r sh ip ”  and  tha t  the  NBA

was  “ shamefu l l y  r e t r ea t ing ” .  Democra t i c

p re s iden t i a l  cand ida te  Ju l i an  Cas t ro

twee ted  tha t  the  U .S .  must  “not  a l l ow

Amer i can  c i t i zens  to  be  bu l l i ed  by  an

Autho r i t a r i an  gove rnment ” .  On  the  othe r

hand ,  some  o f  the  majo r  NBA  p laye r s ,

such  as  LeBron  James  and  James  Harden ,

have  vo i ced  the i r  c r i t i c i sm  o f  Morey  and

h i s  twee t ,  s t a t ing  tha t  Morey  “wasn ’ t

educa ted  on  the  s i tua t i on  a t  hand ” .



The  Roya l  Fami l y  shou ld  be  abo l i shed  as  i t

ha s  no  p lace  i n  modern  day  soc i e t y .  The

combina t i on  o f  i no rd ina te  wea l th  and

nepot i sm  i s  i r r e fu tab le  even  i f  they  appea r  to

make  human i ta r i an ,  a l though  s t r a teg i c ,

dec i s i ons .  The  Roya l  Fami l y  cos t  each  Br i t i sh

taxpaye r  69  pence  l a s t  yea r  (up  4  pence

compared  to  l a s t  yea r ) ,  a  1 3  percen t  i nc rea se .

Wi l l  and  Kate ’ s  Roya l  wedd ing  r epo r ted l y  cos t

$34  mi l l i on ,  pa id  f o r  by  Br i t i sh  t axpaye r .

Pub l i c  money  shou ld  go  towards  so l v ing  the

hous ing  c r i s i s  r a the r  than  the  Roya l  Fami l y ' s

own  posse s s i ons .  Hi s to r i ca l l y ,  the  Roya l

Fami l y  has  sub juga ted  many ,  and  cont inues

to  r e fu se  to  acknowledge  i t .  Meghan  Mark le ,

an  out spoken  f emin i s t  who  has  made  many

s t r ides  i n  f u r the r ing  gende r  equa l i t y  has

fa i l ed  to  ment ion  the  r o ya l  f ami l y ’ s  r o l e  i n

pe rpe tua t ing  i t .  No  mat te r  what  human i ta r i an

PR  the  Roya l  Fami l y  l i ke s  to  do ,  they  se r ve  no

purpose  i n  presen t  day  soc i e t y ,  f o r c ing  Br i t i sh

taxpaye r s  to  pay  f o r  the i r  l a v i sh  expenses .  The

pre sen t  day  Roya l  Fami l y  l i ke s  to  pre tend

they  a re  modern ,  but  a re  s t i l l  s tuck  i n  the i r

r ac i s t  v i ews .  Fo r  example ,  Ph i l i p ,  f amous  f o r

h i s  many  ga f f e s ,  once  asked  an  Abor ig ina l

Aus t r a l i an ,  "Do  you  s t i l l  th row  spea r s  a t  each

othe r ? "  He  a l so   to ld  a  group  o f  Br i t i sh

s tudent s  i n  Ch ina ,  " I f  you  s t ay  he re  much

longe r  you ' l l  a l l  be  s l i t t y -eyed .  Moreove r ,  the

Roya l  Fami l y  damages  Br i t a in ' s  democracy .

The  Crown  i s  the  cente rp iece  o f  Br i t a in ’ s

cons t i tu t i on ,  g i v ing  Br i t a in  a  head  o f  s t a te

who  l a ck s  i ndependence  o r  purpose ,  who  can

on l y  do  what  she ’ s  to ld  by  the  Pr ime  Min i s te r .

The  cos t s  o f  the  monarchy  a re  cons ide rab le ;

the  ga in s  f l ee t ing  and  myth ica l .  

Meghan  Mark le ,  the  newes t  add i t i on  to

the  r o ya l  f ami l y  i s  known  f o r  break ing

roya l  t aboos .  One  o f  the  more  s i gn i f i can t

ru l e s  she ’ s  been  known  to  break  i s

ge t t ing  i n vo l ved  i n  po l i t i c s ,  espec i a l l y

soc i a l  i s sues .  Las t  yea r ,  on  I n te rna t i ona l

Women ’ s  Day ,  she  s tood  i n  so l ida r i t y  wi th

o the r  notab le  f ema le  f i gu re s  i n  Eng land .

She  d idn ’ t  see  he r  i n vo l vement  i n  the

po l i t i ca l  i s sue  to  be  t aboo  a t  a l l ,  “ I f

th ings  a re  wrong ,  and  the re  i s  a  l a ck  o f

ju s t i ce  and  i nequa l i t y ,  then  someone

needs  to  say  someth ing .  And  why  not

me ? ”    The  r o ya l  f ami l y  has  been  dec la red

po l i t i ca l l y  neut ra l  s ince  the  count r y

became  a  cons t i tu t i ona l  monarchy  i n

1688  and  the  queen  was  dec la red  to  be

the  impa r t i a l  head  o f  s t a te .  Howeve r ,

Mark le  i s  not  the  on l y  othe r  r o ya l  who  has

sha red  h i s  o r  he r  po l i t i ca l  v i ews .  Fo r

example ,  Pr ince  Har r y  has  worked  to  de -

s t i gmat i ze  menta l  i l l ne s s ,  Pr ince  Char l e s

i s  an  env i ronmenta l i s t  pa r t i cu l a r l y

opposed  to  p la s t i c ,  and  Pr ince  Wi l l i am

of ten  speaks  i n  f a vo r  o f  c l imate  change

re fo rm .  I t  i s ,  admi t ted l y ,  a  f i ne  l i ne ,

espec i a l l y  f o r  Kate  and  Wi l l i am ,  who  a re

in  l i ne  to  i nhe r i t  the  c rown .  Whi le  i t ’ s

impor tan t  to  upho ld  and  pro tec t  the

image  o f  the  monarchy ,  i t  wou ld  be  a

was te  to  not  use  a  p la t fo rm  as  l a rge  as  a

roya l  t i t l e  to  advoca te  f o r  impor tan t

causes .  At  the  end  o f  the  day ,  i t ' s  a  good

message  to  send  out  to  the  ado le scen t s

o f  Eng land  tha t  they  shou ld  s t and  up  f o r

what  they  be l i e ve  i n  no  mat te r  what .

THE  ROYAL  FAMILY  SHOULD

STAY  INVOLVED  IN  POL IT ICS

 

BY  F IONA  NASH

ROYAL  FAMILY  SHOULD  BE

ABOL ISHED

 

BY  MEENU  RAMAKRISHNAN



D E M O C R A T I C  C A N D I D A T E S

B Y  R A I Y A  S U L I M A N

Fo rmer  Sena to r  tu rned  Pres iden t i a l

Cand ida te  f r on t runne r  E l i zabe th  War ren  has

b ig  p lans  f o r  Amer i ca ’ s  f u tu re .  As  o f  now ,

War ren ’ s  top  t a l k ing  po in t  i s  co r rup t ion .  She

sees  a  c lea r  l i nk  between  the  count r y ’ s

po l i t i ca l  downfa l l s  and  the  shady  happen ings

o f  Wash ing ton .  Fo r  he r ,  l a rge  compan ie s  and

re len t l e s s  l obby ing  a re  t ea r ing  pub l i c  po l i c y

apa r t .  As  f o r  he r  po l i t i ca l  s t ances  -  wel l ,

they ’ r e  pre t t y  s t a tu s  quo  f o r  a  Democra t i c

p rog re s s i ve  cand ida te :  unres t r i c ted

rep roduc t i ve  r i gh t s ,  f r ee  co l l ege  tu i t i on ,  and

wea l th  t axes .  So  what  makes  War ren

d i f f e ren t ?  Wel l ,  f o r  s t a r te r s ,  she  i s  an

unden iab l y  br igh t  cand ida te  wi th  an

ex tens i ve  backg round  i n  l aw  and  po l i t i c s .

Fo rmer l y  a  l aw  pro fe s so r  a t  Harva rd

Un i ve r s i t y ,  War ren  proved  to  be  an  i n va luab le

as se t  i n  the  f o rmat ion  o f  the  Consumer

F inanc ia l  Pro tec t i on  Bureau .  Her  work  wi th

bank ruptcy  l eg i s l a t i on  paved  the  way  f o r

many  key  l eg i s l a to r s  i n  Wash ing ton .  I n  he r

t ime  as  a  Massachuse t t s  Sena to r ,  War ren

cha l l enged  many  compan ie s  and  bus ines se s

to  c rack  down  on  misuses  o f  power .  Desp i te

he r  advances  i n  the  wor ld  o f  po l i t i c s ,  War ren

has  f aced  he r  f a i r  sha re  o f  c r i t i c i sm ;  r ecen t

race - r e l a ted  scanda l s  cont inue  to  p lague  he r

p rog re s s  i n  the  pr imar i e s .  War ren  cont inua l l y

backs  he r  pres iden t i a l  p la t fo rm  wi th

conc re te  p lans  and  f i gu re s ,  and  many  a rgue

tha t  she  i s  c lea r l y  qua l i f i ed  -  but  wi l l  tha t  be

enough  i n  November  o f  2020 ?

Perhaps  the  key  word  when  comes  to  Joe

B iden  i s  image .  Ove r  the  pas t  decade ,

B iden  has  c ra f t ed  an  unden iab l y  l i keab le

image  f o r  h imse l f .  The  th ree - t ime

pres ident i a l  cand ida te  who  f aced  t r agedy

when  h i s  f i r s t  wi fe  and  daughte r  were

k i l l ed  i n  an  acc ident  i s  hop ing  to  ous t

s i t t i ng  Pres ident  Dona ld  T rump  i n  2020 .

Un l i ke  many  o f  h i s  runn ing -mates ,

B iden ’ s  po l i t i ca l  t r ack  r eco rd  i s  l e s s

p rog re s s i ve  than  many  wou ld  suspec t  o f

a  Democra t i c  cand ida te .  I n  the  pas t ,

B iden  vo ted  i n  f a vo r  o f  a  c r ime  b i l l  tha t

many  say  r e su l t ed  i n  mass  i nca rce ra t i on .

Hi s  prev ious l y  conse r va t i ve  v i ews  on

abor t i on  have  s ince  changed ,  but  many

vo te r s  r e fu se  to  supppor t  the  B iden

bandwagon .  Desp i te  h i s  somet imes

unpopu la r  s tances ,  B iden  has ,  i ndeed ,

pas sed  pra i sewor thy  l eg i s l a t i on ;  a f te r

l o s ing  h i s  son  to  cance r ,  the  now  hope fu l

cand ida te  he lped  to  r a i se  $ 1  b i l l i on  f o r

cance r  r e sea rch .  As  Obama ’ s  v i ce

p re s ident ,  he  main ta ined  an  amiab le

cha rac te r  - -  maybe  even  too  amiab le  a t

t imes .  I n  sp i t e  o f  B iden ’ s  prog re s s i ve

c r i t i c s ,  h i s  base  and  h i s  image  r ema in

s t rong  as  eve r .  He  cont inues  to  f u r the r

na r ra t i ve s  o f  c l imate  change  po l i c y  and

low - i ncome  schoo l ing  i n i t i a t i ve s .  Many

pred ic t  tha t  Joe  B iden  i s  the  on l y

cand ida te  capab le  o f  de fea t ing  T rump ,

but  as  a lways ,  on l y  t ime  wi l l  t e l l .

SENATOR  EL IZABETH

WARREN

FORMER  VP  JOE  BIDEN



An  eminent  f i gu re  i n  the  2020

pres iden t i a l  r ace ,  Bern ie  Sande r s

cont inues  to  main ta in  a  f r on t runne r

s ta tus  among  h i s  opponent s .  Known  f o r

l e f t i s t  po l i c i e s ,  the  cu r ren t  Ve rmont

Sena to r  has  c rea ted  a  pa rad igm  sh i f t  i n

the  Democra t i c  pa r t y .  Sande r s  pushes  h i s

agendas  o f  un i ve r sa l  hea l thca re ,  f r ee

co l l ege  tu i t i on ,  and  campa ign  f i nance

re fo rm  unapo loge t i ca l l y .  Perhaps  the

mos t  prog re s s i ve  cand ida te  i n  the  r ace ,

Sande r s  has  norma l i zed  many    i n i t i a t i ve s

w i th in  h i s  pa r t y .  The  two - t ime

pres iden t i a l  hope fu l  has  a l so  f aced  h i s

ups  and  downs  i n  the  pub l i c  a rena .  Many

ques t i on  Sande r s ’  ab i l i t y  to  as sume  the

ro l e  o f  pres iden t  g i ven  h i s  poor  hea l th

reco rd  and  o ld  age .  I n s tances  o f  gende r

inequa l i t y  th roughout  h i s  2016  campa ign

have  t a in ted  h i s  prog re s s i venes s ,  and  as

more  cand ida te s  ente r  i n to  the  r ace ,  the

fu tu re  r ema ins  unc lea r  f o r  the  78 -yea r -o ld

po l i t i c i an .  St i l l ,  much  o f  Sande r s ’  base

s tands  by  h im .  As  pa r t  o f  h i s  asp i r a t i ons

a s  pres iden t ,  Sande r s  hopes  to  combat

c l imate  change ,  pro tec t  immig ran t s ,

abo l i sh  pr i va te  pr i sons ,  l ega l i ze

mar i j uana ,  and  more . I n  o rde r  to  f und

these  ambi t i ous  p lans  f o r  the  f u tu re ,  he

cont inues  to  propose  cu t s  i n  mi l i t a r y

spend ing  and  t axes  on  the  wea l thy .

Bern ie  Sande r s  i s  wi thout  ques t i on  a

fo rce  wi th in  the  po l i t i ca l  a rena ,  and  h i s

po l i c i e s  have  f o reve r  changed  the

Democra t i c  pa r t y .  The  r ea l  cha l l enge  i s

p red i c t ing  whethe r  o r  not  h i s

monumenta l  impac t  i s  enough  to  secu re

the  2020  pres iden t i a l  sea t .  .  

SENATOR  BERNIE

SANDERS

D E M O C R A T I C  C A N D I D A T E S

( C O N T )

B Y  R A I Y A  S U L I M A N



C O L L E G E  A T H L E T E S

B Y  M A C K E N Z I E  H O O V E R ,  M E E N U  R

The  NFL  P laye r s  Assoc i a t i on  announced

Monday  tha t  i t  wi l l  co l l abo ra te  wi th  the

Nat iona l  Co l l ege  P laye r s  Assoc i a t i on  to

exp lo re  how  co l l ege  a th le te s  cou ld  r ece i ve

compensa t i on  f o r  the  use  o f  the i r  name ,

image  and  l i kenes s .Cur ren t l y ,  co l l ege

a th le te s  do  not  r ece i ve  any  sha re  o f

revenue  s temming  f r om  the  sa l e  o f

l i cens ing  and  broadcas t  r i gh t s  by  schoo l s ,

a th le t i c  con fe rences  and  the  Nat iona l

Co l l eg i a te  Ath le t i c  Assoc i a t i on . “These

o rgan i za t i ons  t ake  a l l  r e venues  and  pro f i t

de r i ved  o f f  the  a th le te s ’  work  wi thout  even

acknowledg ing  tha t  a th le te s  dese r ve  a  f a i r

sha re , ”  the  two  o rgan i za t i ons  sa id  i n  a

pres s  r e l ea se .Under  the  new  co l l abo ra t i on ,

the  NFL  p laye r s  and  co l l ege  group  wi l l

ensu re  l i cens ing  r ep re sen ta t i on  i s

a va i l ab le  to  co l l ege  a th le te s  i n  s ta te s  tha t

a l l ow  them  to  s i gn  endor sement  dea l s . I n

September ,  Ca l i f o rn i a  became  the  f i r s t

s t a te  to  pas s  a  l aw  tha t  wou ld  a l l ow

co l l ege  a th le te s  to  get  pa id  f o r

endor sement  dea l s  and  h i re  spo r t s  agent s .

The  “Fa i r  Pay  to  P lay  Act ”  t akes  e f f ec t  i n

2023 ,  and  was  backed  by  the  co l l eg i a te

p laye r s  group .The  new  co l l abo ra t i on  comes

as  F lo r ida  and  New  Yo rk  became  the  l a t e s t

s t a te s  to  push  l eg i s l a t i on  s im i l a r  to

Ca l i f o rn i a ’ s  NCAA  “pay  to  p lay ”  l aw .  Sta te s

w i th  s im i l a r  pend ing  l eg i s l a t i on  i nc lude

Minneso ta ,  Nebraska ,  Pennsy l van ia  and

South  Caro l ina .The  NFL  and  co l l eg i a te

p laye r s  a l so  announced  p lans  to  des ign  a

fund  f o r  i n ju red  a th le te s  to  pay  f o r  cu r ren t

and  f o rmer  a th le te s ’  out -o f -pocke t  medica l

expenses .  The  f und  wou ld  a l so  he lp  p laye r s

su f f e r ing  wi th  cogn i t i ve  d i sab i l i t i e s

a s soc i a ted  wi th  contac t  spo r t s .Though  the

NCAA  cu r ren t l y  bar s  s tudent s  f r om  ea rn ing

any  compensa t i on  r e l a ted  to  co l l ege

spo r t s ,  the  o rgan i za t i on  i s  r epo r ted l y

po i sed  to  r e v i se  i t s  ru l e s  f o r  amateu r

a th le te s .  

WHAT  I S  THE  STORY ?

The  NCAA ’ s  boa rd  o f  gove rno r s  wi l l

r ece i ve  a  br i e f i ng  Tuesday  on

whethe r  pay ing  co l l ege  a th le te s  i s

f ea s ib l e ,  the  Assoc i a ted  Pres s

repo r ted . I n  September ,  the  NCAA ’ s

boa rd  o f  gove rno r s  sen t  a  l e t t e r  to

Ca l i f o rn i a  Gov .  Gav in  Newsom

oppos ing  the  s t a te ’ s  pay - to -p lay  b i l l ,

a rgu ing  i t  wou ld  “upend  [a ]  l e ve l

p l a y ing  f i e ld  f o r  a l l  s tudent -

a th le te s . ”The  Ca l i f o rn i a  l aw ,  Sena te

B i l l  206 ,  n icknamed  Fa i r  Pay  to  P lay ,

preven t s  the  NCAA  f r om

d i squa l i f y i ng  co l l eg i a te  p laye r s  i f

they  have  th i rd -pa r t y  cont rac t s  wi th

vendor s  tha t  pay  them  f o r  marke t ing

campa igns ,  sponso r sh ip s  and  othe r

uses  o f  the i r  name  and  image .  I t

does  not  a l l ow  co l l ege  a th le te s  to  be

pa id  by  the i r  un i ve r s i t y ,  which  was  a

s t r a teg i c  move  by  Ca l i f o rn i a

l eg i s l a to r s  to  prope l  the  b i l l  f u r the r ,

sa id  Ca l l an  Ste in ,  a  pa r tne r  a t  the

l aw  f i rm  Peppe r  Hami l ton  who  works

in  whi te -co l l a r  l eg i s l a t i on  and

fo l l ows  NCAA  i s sues  i n  the

cou r t s .   “The  Ca l i f o rn i a  l aw  was  ve r y

smar t l y  dra f ted  - -  i t  was  more

na r row  i n  scope  than  pr io r  a t tempts

to  addres s  the  NCAA  amateu r  i s sue , ”

Ste in  sa id .  “The  b i l l  doesn ’ t  seek  to

name  a th le te s  employees  o f  the

schoo l s ;  they  don ’ t  get  sa l a r i e s  f r om

the  schoo l .  They  don ’ t  deva lue  the

NCAA  scho la r sh ip  and  r oom  and

boa rd  …  I t  r ea l l y  j u s t  preven t s  the

schoo l s  f r om  s t r ipp ing  p laye r s  o f

payment s . ”



C O L L E G E  A T H L E T E S

( C O N T )

B Y  M A C K E N Z I E  H O O V E R ,  M E E N U  R

Be fo re  Ca l i f o rn i a ’ s  new  b i l l ,  the re  was  an

un fa i r  t r ea tment  wi th  co l l ege  a th le te s  due

to  the  f ac t  tha t  i t  was  i l l ega l  f o r  them  to

be  pa id .  Ca l i f o rn i a ’ s  a th le te s  cou ld  not  be

pa id  f o r  the i r  ha rd  work  but  the i r  co l l ege

cou ld .  The  co l l eges  were  r ece i v ing  money

tha t  was  r i gh t fu l l y  ea rned  by  the i r  a th le te s

wh i l e  the  a th le te s  weren ’ t  r ewarded  a

cent .  I t ’ s  wel l  be l i e ved  tha t  one  shou ld  be

rewarded  f o r  the i r  ha rd  work  but  i n

co l l ege ,  a th le te s  l ega l l y  can ’ t .  A  baske tba l l

Ha l l  o f  Famer ,  Kareem  Abdu l  Jabba r

exp la in s  tha t  "Co l l ege  a th le t i c s  i s  a  b ig

bus ines s  and  the  peop le  who  put  the

peop le  i n  the  sea t s ,  they ' r e  the  f oo tba l l

and  baske tba l l  p laye r s . . .They  get  noth ing .

What ?  Room ,  boa rd  and  tu i t i on .  Tha t ' s  a

joke .  The  gent l eman  who  runs  the  NCAA

makes  seve ra l  mi l l i on  do l l a r s  a  yea r "

(Hutch inson ,  B i l l ) .Proponent s  f o r  the  b i l l

“a rgue ,  co rpo ra t i ons  and  co l l eges  have

been  ab le  to  exces s i ve l y  pro f i t  o f f  these

s tudent s ,  even  a f te r  they  have  l e f t  co l l ege

and  j o ined  pro fe s s i ona l  spo r t s  t eams ”

(Gut i e r r ez ,  Melody ,  and  Nathan  Fenno ) .  An

example  o f  th i s  mis t rea tment  i n vo l ve s  a

fo rmer  UCLA  baske tba l l  p laye r ,  Ed

O ’Bannon ,  who  “ sued  the  NCAA  i n  2009

ove r  the  use  o f  a th le te  images ,  i nc lud ing

h i s  own ,  i n  v ideo  games  and  othe r

p roduc t s  l i censed  by  the  o rgan i za t i on ”

(Gut i e r r ez ,  Melody ,  and  Nathan  Fenno ) .

La te r  i n  2014 ,  a  U .S  d i s t r i c t  j udge

d i scove red  tha t  “ the  NCAA  v io l a ted

ant i t ru s t  l aw  by  us ing  the  a th le te s ’  names ,

images  and  l i kenes se s  wi thout  pay ing

them ”  (Gut i e r r ez ,  Melody ,  and  Nathan

Fenno ) .  Along  wi th  more  equa l i t y  f o r

a th le te s ,  the  b i l l  wi l l  “a l so  c rea te  new

oppor tun i t i e s  f o r  f ema le  a th le te s  who  have

l im i ted  pro fe s s i ona l  oppor tun i t i e s  to  pro f i t

o f f  the i r  ab i l i t i e s  i n  co l l ege ”  .  

OP :  COLLEGE  ATHLETES  SHOULD  BE  PAID

LeBron  James  had  commented  on

h i s  suppor t  f o r  the  b i l l  say ing ,

“ ‘Th i s  i s  a  game -change r  f o r

s tudent -a th le te s  and  f o r  equ i t y  i n

spo r t s . . .Ath le te s  a t  eve r y  l e ve l

dese r ve  to  be  empowered  and  to

be  f a i r l y  compensa ted  f o r  the i r

wo rk ,  espec i a l l y  i n  a  s y s tem  where

so  many  a re  pro f i t i ng  o f f  o f  the i r

t a l en t s ’ ”  (Gut i e r r ez ,  Melody ,  and

Nathan  Fenno ) .  Ca l i f o rn i a ’ s  new

b i l l  wi l l  f i na l l y  a l l ow  a th le te s

f a i rnes s  due  to  the i r  ha rd  work .

Ca l i f o rn i a  Gove rno r  Newson

ag rees ,  " I t ' s  go ing  to  change

co l l ege  spo r t s  f o r  the  bet te r  by

hav ing  now  the  i n te re s t s  f i na l l y  o f

the  a th le te s  on  pa r  wi th  the

in te re s t s  o f  the  i n s t i tu t i ons…  Now

we ' r e  r e -ba lanc ing  tha t  power

a r r angement ”  (Dav id ) .  Fo r tuna te l y ,

peop le  a re  t ak ing  the  f i r s t  s teps  i n

he lp ing  co l l ege  a th le te s  get  pa id ,

s t a r t i ng  wi th  Ca l i f o rn i a ’ s  b i l l  tha t

was  pas sed .  



H O L D  ' E M  A C C O U N T A B L E

B Y  M A C K E N Z I E  H O O V E R

A  per son ’ s  pas t  comments  do  a f f ec t  the i r

ab i l i t y  to  be  i n  the  pub l i c  eye ,  and  they

shou ld  be  he ld  accounted  f o r  what  they

have  done .  An  example  i s  wi th  a  wel l -

known  quote  made  by  Pres iden t  Dona ld

T rump .  A  t ape ,  l eaked  dur ing  the  2016

p re s iden t i a l  e lec t i on ,  showed  T rump

say ing ,  “ ‘Grab ’em  by  the  p - - .  You  can  do

any th ing . ”  (T ransc r ip t :  Dona ld  T rump ' s

Taped  Comments  about  Women ) .

Obv ious l y  th i s  i s  not  an  approp r i a te

s ta tement  to  say  about  anyone  which

many  o f  the  pub l i c  ag reed  on .  Th i s  quote

had  c rea ted  a  l o t  o f  back la sh  and  even

s ta r ted  the  wel l -known  hat  pro jec t .  Fo r

those  who  don ’ t  know  about  the  pussy

ha t  pro jec t  i t  was  wi th  “Kn i t t e r s  —  most l y

women  —  s t a r ted  c ra f t i ng  handmade  p ink

caps  wi th  ca t  ea r s ,  a  r e f e rence  to  T rump ’ s

vu lga r  s t a tement s  about  grabb ing

women ’ s  gen i t a l s ,  which  were  r e vea led  i n

a  l eaked  v ideo  sho r t l y  be fo re  the

e lec t i on ”  (Mehta ,  Seema ) .  The  p ink  hat s

became  an  i con i c  s ymbo l  dur ing  2017

rep re sen t ing  f ema le  empowerment  and

were  worn  a l l  ove r  the  2017  Women

Marches  nat ionw ide .  The  movement  i s  a

c lea r  example  tha t  U .S .  c i t i zens  a long

wi th  othe r  count r i e s  had  not  f o rg i ven

T rump  f o r  what  he  sa id .  he  nat ion ’ s  v i ew

and  suppor t  o f  h im  had  dras t i ca l l y

dec reased  which  was  d i rec t l y  r e l a ted  to

h i s  o f f ens i ve  comment .  Th i s  was  because

the  pub l i c  d idn ’ t  suppor t  T rump  as

p re s iden t  s ince  they  d idn ’ t  want  a  man

who  wou ld  say  sex i s t  r emarks  to  run  a

count r y .

But  U .S .  c i t i zens  had  a  r i gh t  not  to  f o rg i ve

T rump  due  to  h i s  apo logy  tha t  he  had

a f te r  the  t ape  had  l eaked .  Hi s  r e sponse  to

the  back la sh  was  to  apo log i ze  and

“qu ick l y  p i vo ted  back  onto  the  a t tack ,

r a i s i ng  B i l l  C l in ton ' s  sex  scanda l s  and

H i l l a r y  C l in ton ' s  r o l e  i n  d i sc red i t i ng

women  who  had  a f f a i r s  wi th  he r  husband ”

(Diamond ,  Je remy ) .  These  ac t i ons  show

tha t  the  cu r ren t  pres iden t  was  not  f u l l y

apo loge t i c  toward  h i s  mis take  because  he

makes  excuse  about  worse  ac t i ons  othe r s

took .  T rump  a l so  “d id  not  apo log i ze  f o r  o r

addres s  the  behav io r  he  sa id  i n  tha t

conve r sa t i on  tha t  he  engaged  i n  toward

women ,  i nc lud ing  tha t  he  cou ld  ‘grab

them  by  the  p - - ’  and  tha t  he  wou ld

somet imes  ‘ j u s t  s t a r t  k i s s ing  them ’ ”

(Diamond ,  Je remy ) .  Th i s  d i sp lay s  the  i dea

tha t  somet imes  peop le  do  not  a lways

change  o r  become  t ru l y  apo loge t i c .  I t  a l so

exh ib i t s  tha t  peop le ,  l i ke  T rump ,  j u s t  say

so r r y  f o r  the i r  pub l i c  image  and  not

mora l i t y .  I f  th i s  i s  the  case  then  the  one

shou ld  not  f o rg i ve  a  per son ’ s  pas t

comments  s ince  they  neve r  know  i f  tha t

pe r son  wi l l  say  someth ing  worse  i n  the

fu tu re .  They  wou ld  not  know  i f  tha t

pe r son  wi l l  change  o r  i f  they  a re  even

t ru l y  so r r y .  I f  the  pub l i c  accept s  them ,

then  they  might  th ink  i t ’ s  ok  to  say  othe r

comments  and  be  f o rg i ven .  These  peop le

wou ld  not  l ea rn  f r om  the i r  mis takes  and

jus t  cont inue  they  have  done  be fo re .

The re fo re ,  due  to  pas t  comments  a  per son

can  make ,  the  pub l i c  shou ld  not  f o rg i ve

them  f o r  i t .



Eve r yone  makes  mis takes  and  say s  th ings

tha t  they  r eg re t .  At  the  t ime ,  such

remarks  may  have  seemed  comed ic .  They

may  have  been  sa id  j u s t  to  make  a

ce r ta in  impres s i on  o r  evoke  a  l augh  f r om

an  aud ience .  Th i s  does  not  make  them

excusab le  -  what  does  i s  the  r e sponse  o f

the  speake r  a f te rwa rds .  I f  an  approp r i a te

amount  o f  r emor se  i s  f e l t  f o r  the  peop le

the  comment  may  have  a f f ec ted  and  the

poten t i a l  imp l i ca t i ons  o f  the  comment

a re  addres sed ,  the  speake r  has  done  the i r

due  d i l i gence  and  has  accounted  f o r  the

damage  they  may  have  caused .    One

example  o f  comments  tha t  have  c rea ted

back la sh  have  been  the  homophob ic

comments  made  by  Kev in  Har t  i n  the

pas t .  He  has  made  r e f e rences  to  the  f ac t

tha t  he ,  as  a  hete ro sexua l  male ,  wou ld

make  consc ious  e f fo r t s  to  d i scou rage  h i s

son  f r om  coming  out  as  homosexua l .  Th i s

inc luded  s topp ing  h i s  son  f r om  p lay ing

w i th  a  do l lhouse  and  break ing  the  toy

ove r  the  ch i ld ’ s  head .  He  a l so  ment ioned

a  b i l lboa rd  o f  ac to r  Damien  Dante

Wayans  l ooked  l i ke  “a  gay  b i l lboa rd  f o r

A IDS . ”  Many  peop le  have  ca l l ed  out  Har t

fo r  h i s  i n sens i t i v i t y  when  addres s ing  the

LGBTQ +  commun i t y .  Howeve r ,  the  ac to r

has  r e sponded  to  such  cont rove r s y  wi th

the  f o l l ow ing  s t a tement :  “Guys ,  I ’m

almos t  40  yea r s  o ld .  I f  you  don ’ t  be l i e ve

peop le  change ,  grow ,  evo l ve  as  they  get

o lde r ,  I  don ’ t  know  what  to  t e l l  you .  I f  you

want  to  ho ld  peop le  i n  a  pos i t i on  where

they  a lways  have  to  j u s t i f y  o r  exp la in  the

pas t ,  then  do  you . ”  I n  th i s  s t a tement ,  Har t

exp la in s  h i s  be l i e f  i n  evo lu t i on  o f  the

mind .  Peop le  change  and  grow  as  they

ge t  o lde r .  They  move  f r om  the  ac t i ons  o f

the i r  pas t  and  evo l ve  i n to  d i f f e ren t

peop le .    Noth ing  anyone  say s  wi l l  p lease

eve r yone .  The re  wi l l  a lways  be  some

peop le  who  wi l l  speak  out  aga in s t  what

o the r s  say  o r  f i nd  f au l t s  i n  the i r  words .  

# C A N C E L  C U L T U R E  I S  T O X I C

B Y  S H R E Y A  K U M A R

I t  i s  up  to  the  speake r  to  dete rmine

whethe r  these  f au l t s  have  subs tance  and

how  to  addres s  them  a t  the  prope r  t ime .

I f  i t  i s  done  co r rec t l y ,  the  speake r  can  be

as su red  tha t  they  have  done  what  i s

neces sa r y  to  move  f o rwa rd .  Peop le  shou ld

not  be  j udged  by  the  comments  they  have

made  i n  the  pas t .  Peop le  a re  cons tan t l y

evo l v ing ,  chang ing ,  and  mov ing  f o rwa rd

in  our  thought s  and  pr inc ip l e s .  We  a re  a

ma l l eab le  spec ie s .  I f  one ’ s  pas t  i s  a l l owed

to  haunt  them  f o r  the  r e s t  o f  the i r  l i v e s ,

r edempt ion  wou ld  neve r  be  poss ib l e .  The

same  way  tha t  a  c r im ina l  can  r e fo rm  the i r

behav io r  a f te r  i nca rce ra t i on ,  a  per son  can

re fo rm  the i r  thought  and  move  pas t  the i r

con t rove r s i a l  ac t i on .  They  can  l ea rn  to

ga in  a  new  apprec i a t i on  f o r  the  peop le

they  may  not  have  known  much  about

be fo re .  I n  th i s  way ,  peop le  can  l ea rn  f r om

the i r  mis takes  and  move  f o rwa rd  wi th

o the r s  whi l e  l ea rn ing  more  about  the

peop le  and  commun i t i e s  a round  them .  A

f l ex ib l e  out look  by  a l l  pa r t i e s  i n  these

k inds  o f  s i tua t i ons  i s  most  bene f i c i a l .

Peop le  can  be  as su red  tha t  they  wi l l  be

rece i ved  wi th  acceptance ,  r ega rd le s s  o f

the  i n sens i t i v i t y  they  may  have

cont r ibu ted  to  ea r l i e r .  Toge the r ,  we

shou ld  encou rage  an  env i ronment  tha t

f ac i l i t a te s  growth  and  prog re s s  as  a

commun i t y .



Pres iden t  T rump  spa rked  cont rove r s y

recen t l y  wi th  h i s  dec i s i on  to  br ing

Amer i can  so ld i e r s  home  f r om  Sy r i a ,

e f f ec t i ve l y  abandon ing  our  Kurd i sh

a l l i e s .  Whi le  the  U .S .  has  h i s to r i ca l l y

go t ten  i n vo l ved  i n  many  c i v i l  war s

ac ro s s  the  g lobe  to  f i gh t  f o r

democracy ,  i t  r e se r ve s  the  r i gh t  to  not

put  i t s  so ld i e r s  i n to  eve r y  s ing le

con f l i c t  i n  the  wor ld .  I t  i s  s imp l y  not

p rac t i ca l  f o r  the  U .S .  to  send  t r oops

in to  eve r y  count r y ’ s  c i v i l  war .  Of ten ,

Amer i can  t r oops  can  exace rba te

con f l i c t  by  he igh ten ing  t ens ions  o r

l eav ing  a  power  vacuum  which  has

spa rked  the  c rea t i on  o f  ex t remi s t

I s l ami s t  groups .  I n  the  s i tua t i on  o f

Sy r i a ,  the  Obama  admin i s t r a t i on  made

a  consc ious  dec i s i on  to  ente r  the

reg ion  and  f i gh t  a longs ide  the  Kurds .

Tha t  dec i s i on  i s  i r r e ve r s ib l e ,  and  whi l e

we  can ’ t  see  any  c lea r  consequences  o f

th i s  i n vo l vement  ye t ,  one  th ing  i s  c lea r :

pu l l i ng  out  o f  Sy r i a  i s  an  embar ra s s ing

incons i s t ency  tha t  l i kens  the  U .S .  to  a

f i ck l e  todd le r .  Once  a  dec i s i on  i s  made

rega rd ing  whethe r  the  U .S .  i s  go ing  to

ge t  i n vo l ved  i n  a  con f l i c t ,  tha t  dec i s i on

shou ld  be  f u l l y  ca r r i ed  out .  Tha t  be ing

sa id ,  the  U .S .  has  had  a  poor  t r ack

reco rd  i n  many  cases .  Fo r  i n s tance ,  i n

V ie tnam ,  Amer i can  t r oops  a re

re spons ib l e  f o r  the  My  La i  massac re

and  the  use  o f  ha rmfu l  t echno logy  l i ke

napa lm  and  agent  o range .  I ndeed ,

a lmos t  45  yea r s  a f te r  the  war ,  the

count r y  has  s t i l l  not  f u l l y  r ecove red

f rom  the  use  o f  some  ha rmfu l

chemica l s .  Add i t i ona l l y ,  the  Amer i cans

can  be  c red i ted  wi th  c rea t ing  the

cu r ren t  po l i t i ca l  and  economic

cond i t i ons  i n  Cent ra l  Amer i ca  because

o f  ant i -commun i s t  t akedowns  i n  the

1980 ’ s  Co ld  War .  A l though  the  U .S .  has

fe l t  compe l l ed  to  de fea t  commun i s t s

and  suppor t  democrac i e s  ab road ,  our

pa t te rns  can  change  f o r  the  bet te r  by

tak ing  a  s tep  back  f r om  i n te rna t i ona l

con f l i c t ,  i n s tead  o f  work ing  on  soc i a l

and  po l i t i ca l  i s sues  wi th in  our  borde r s .

NOT  AT  ALL :  F IONA  N

H O W  I N V O L V E D  S H O U L D  T H E

U S  B E  I N  O T H E R  C O U N T R I E S ?

As  one  o f  the  most  power fu l  count r i e s  i n  the

wor ld ,  the  Un i ted  Sta te s  has  an  ob l iga t i on  to

se t  an  example  and  l end  a id  to  count r i e s  tha t

may  need  i t .  I t  has  an  immense  mi l i t a r y

p re sence  and  capab i l i t y  which  can  be  ut i l i zed

to  cont r ibu te  to  the  sp read  o f  democracy

a round  the  wor ld .  Democracy  ensu re s  tha t

c i t i zens  have  the  r i gh t s  and  r ep re sen ta t i on  they

dese r ve .  I n  a  wor ld  tha t  i s  cu r ren t l y  p lagued  by

autoc racy ,  i t  i s  more  impor tan t  now  than  eve r

to  make  su re  tha t  the  democra t i c  i dea l s  o f  the

Un i ted  Sta te s  a re  be ing  en fo rced  by  the  count r y

i t se l f .    One  o f  the  most  preva len t  a reas  tha t

need  the  a id  o f  the  Un i ted  Sta te s  i s  Sy r i a .  One

ve r y  impor tan t  r ea son  tha t  the  Un i ted  Sta te s

shou ld  r ema in  i n  Sy r i a  i s  the  grow ing  th rea t  o f

I S IS .  As  a  r e s i s t ance ,  grea t  s t r ides  have  been

made  to  r emove  the  th rea t  o f  I S I S  i n  the  r eg ion .

Howeve r ,  Pres iden t  T rump ’ s  r ecen t  dec i s i on  to

pu l l  Amer i can  t r oops  out  o f  Sy r i a  has  l ed  to

g row ing  unres t  i n  the  r eg ion .  The  Kurds ,  our

long t ime  a l l i e s  i n  war ,  a re  now  f ac ing  seve re

consequences  due  to  the i r  l e s s  pro tec ted  s t a te .

Many  I S I S  pr i sone r s  have  escaped  f r om  the

fac i l i t i e s  tha t  were  ho ld ing  them .  The  US  i s  a

cont ro l l i ng  f o r ce  i n  th i s  r eg ion .  I t s  va s t  supp l y

o f  r e sou rces  have  been  e f f ec t i ve  i n  keep ing  the

s i tua t i on  i n  Sy r i a  f r om  becoming  too  dras t i c .

S low l y  but  su re l y ,  the  war  on  t e r ro r  was  be ing

won .  Remov ing  our  i n f l uence  f r om  tha t  a rea  can

on l y  have  nega t i ve  consequences  f o r  the  hea l th

and  sa fe t y  o f  the  peop le  and  o f  the  prog re s s  o f

ou r  miss ion  the re .  Anothe r  impor tan t  r ea son

tha t  the  US  shou ld  r ema in  i n vo l ved  i n  Sy r i a  i s

because  o f  the  Sy r i an  c i v i l  war  tha t  i s  cu r ren t l y

r ag ing  the re .  The  US  shou ld  he lp  c rea te  a

sus ta inab le  so lu t i on  to  the  democra t i c  c r i s i s  i n

the  a rea .  Our  i n f l uence  cou ld  he lp  c rea te  a

s tab le  env i ronment  f o r  the  Sy r i an  peop le  by

he lp ing  to  es tab l i sh  secu re  borde r s  and  a

de fens ib l e  t e r r i t o r y  f o r  the  commun i t y .  To

ensu re  tha t  the  f u tu re  o f  Sy r i a  i s  not  co r rup ted

by  the  autoc ra t i c  i n f l uences  i n  the  r eg ion ,  the

Un i ted  Sta te s  needs  to  main ta in  the i r  sea t  a t

the  d ip lomat i c  t ab le .    The  Un i ted  Sta te s  i s  a

g loba l  powerhouse  wi th  i nc red ib le  r each

th roughout  the  wor ld  us ing  the i r  mi l i t a r y  and

d ip lomat i c  i n f l uence .  I t  has  the  power  to

impac t  change  a round  the  wor ld  and  es tab l i sh

b r igh te r  f u tu re s  f o r  many  g loba l  popu la t i ons .

Th i s  k ind  o f  power  comes  wi th  a  r e spons ib i l i t y

to  prese r ve  and  pro tec t  the  f u tu re s  o f  the

count r i e s  a round  the  wor ld  i n  o rde r  to  ensu re

g loba l  coope ra t i on  and  sa fe t y .
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